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Waterbeach Parish Council

To: 'Waterbeach Parish Council'
Subject: FW: Waterbeach Colts - competitive grassroots football now permitted 
Attachments: outdoor-football-facilities---covid-19-guidance-on-re-starting-competitive-

grassroots-football.pdf; detailed-covid-19-guidance-on-re-starting-competitive-
grassroots-football.pdf

For Council meeting 3 August 
 
. 
 

From: Elly Bohme  
Sent: 22 July 2020 16:14 
To: Waterbeach Parish Council <council@waterbeach.org.uk> 
Cc: Laura Green <generalsecretarywcfc@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Waterbeach Colts - competitive grassroots football now permitted  
 
Hi Shelley 
 
I hope you are well.   
 
It has been a pleasure to see the children back out for training again, even if under non-contact measures.  They 
have enjoyed the return to sport, seeing one another, and have risen exceptionally well to the challenges under 
current restrictions.  We are proud of them and the coaches, who have put in even more preparation than ever, in 
order to keep things as safe as possible for all.  Thank you for the permissions provided so far to enable this. 
 
As promised, I am providing below an update on where things are, and highlighting where we are seeking Parish 
Council approval for the next stage.   
 
At the weekend, the FA announced that, following Government approval, competitive training can begin again for 
grassroots football at all ages, and competitive matches, such as friendlies, can begin from August, with the hope 
that league matches can begin again in September.  Obviously this is dependent on clubs, such as ourselves, and 
parish councils, preparing updated risk assessments and additional measures to ensure that everything is in place 
for a safe start. 
 
Since we received the guidance (copies attached), our club committee has met and we are working through this in 
detail, in order to prepare for a phased return to competitive football. The notes below provide an outline of our 
plans, and include requests (in bold) for approval and action from the Parish Council: 
 

 Competitive training may commence from 29th July onwards; social distancing to remain in place before and 
after training and during breaks, but the training itself can involve contact.  All cleaning and other measures 
in our risk assessment that we sent you in June will still apply, such as limited use of shared equipment; 
cleaning of equipment before and after; separate zones for children and their named water bottles and 
hand sanitiser.  We can continue to undertake this without use of the pavilion. We are putting in place the 
following FA approved actions in order to start competitive training:  

o new detailed consent forms sent to parents, and player cannot begin competitive training until 
these have been signed and returned; 

o coaches will keep a record of players and parents/carers attending each training session, and retain 
for a minimum of 21 days, for NHS Test and Trace, as per Govt guidance and also collected in 
accordance with the Data Protection Act 2018, and in line with GDPR principles. 

 
 Sports Equipment Shed tidy– groups of volunteers of max 4 at a time so we can comply with social 

distancing – Sat 1st Aug (or later in the month if that suits volunteers better). 
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 Friendlies from mid-August; our new risk assessment will make provision for this; consents requested will 

include consent for playing in matches. Records of players and parents/carers attending matches will be 
kept as per the new rules outlined above for NHS Test and Trace. May we please request Parish Council 
approval for the commencement of friendly matches, pending our new risk assessment?    Friendly 
matches form an important part of the children’s training, fitness and preparation. Toilets access would be 
ideal for this, but not essential if the pavilion is not yet ready. 
 

 League matches from September; our new risk assessment and other measures we are putting in place will 
address this. As I have previously mentioned, we will need access to the pavilion for toilets and wash 
facilities, and so that we can sell drinks and snacks, which we will serve under new approved safety 
guidelines. We have had some creative ideas about how we could limit our use of the pavilion to certain 
designated areas, in order to minimise risk, and to help ensure the PC’s and our responsibilities in terms of 
regular cleaning are manageable.   

o May I suggest we meet about this, so we can share our thinking, and you can share your plans 
with us?  There is much that we need to put in place, and that is our responsibility, but equally some 
areas are the responsibility of the Parish Council.  It probably makes sense for us to meet and check 
we have covered everything between us. 

 
Please let me know if you need further information from me, or if I need to present the above update and requests 
more formally to the Parish Council Chair. 
 
I have copied in our club Secretary, Laura Green, who is deeply involved in preparations as well. 
 
Many thanks, as ever. 
 
Kind regards, 
Elly 
Chair, Waterbeach Colts 
 
 
 
 


